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Michou Amelynck

The path of Rebirth_Girl

2000, 18 x 25 cm, textile application, Belgium
The path of Rebirth_Boy

2000, boy 20 x 22 cm, textile application, Belgium

This work represents a journey that ends into a new life, like to self-

reincarnate while alive.

There is a popular expression in Western Europe that says girls are born in

roses and boys are born in cabbages.

Michou Amelynck is Belgian of Korean origin. Lives in Brussels. Has worked in
scenic and graphic arts. Makes engraving and embroidery artworks related to the notion of

of existence.
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Nari Baker
Combination Lock
2012, video, experimental, loop (endless), U.S.
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This video explores the liminal space and roller coaster that many adoptees O] HIC|R ZZFE2 2 YLQUS0| 7IF M2E 7|tiele a2t ddts HMetE

experience while waiting for reunion with birth family. The numbers in the ZZIO|M EYIAAEHE Efe D 22 L2S HESIEZE ICF H|C|QO0| EO|=

video are my birth mother’s national ID number. Despite having the e . it L e o .
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Nari Baker is a mother and a Korean transracial adoptee who lives in the Pacific BE =XE L0 QAX| T O = Liete| BHehs HEZUCE

Northwest, USA. Baker is a Hampshire College graduate, Fulbright scholar, art maker, L = — — ~ N
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and has contributed to community organizing for over 15 years. She currently co- Fel BIoI7A= Ol= =M EIBY AA0| A% S, OHLOIX} = 2IOIE.
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Lia Barrett 2| O} |z

Before Adoption: The Lost Imagery oroF
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2008, Series of photographs, print of photo paper, 25 x 36,5 cm, U.S. &/&7] T ZOofH €l O] ], 25 x 365 cm / 2008 / OI=

Adoptees commonly lack a pre-adoption visual record. Baby photographs, LS E& LY Tl A1zt At= 7t QICH OF7| I ALEIS, ZZ0HE AIZE o

video o_f the first step, and deta_iled. Accounts from birth rarely exist. In most YALS 2|1 A4S XAFES0| QICH EMOoZEEQ| LYHE0| O QiCh g9

cases, life for the adoptees begin upon adoption, and regard for that occurred ZQ Qlofol=o| AtS QIoFOZHE A|RHEIC 20 EL| QF O|F0| ofut

beforehand is tied up in a simple story told by the adoptive parents. It is not
very common for an adoptee to process an image by birth mother, which for
me personally has been the main source of disconnected from my origin.

By photographing orphans and birthmothers, | am attempting to make a visual
record of a time so foreign to me. By photographing birthmothers with their
children, I am hoping to create answers and memories for the adoptees that |
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am able to document. The process in itself is for me very therapeutic as | see
the love and sorrow in the eyes of the birthmothers. Wishing to remain
anonymous in the public spectrum, | photographed them so that their identities
are indiscernible.

Lia Barrett is a Korean born, North Carolina raised professional underwater
photographer. After Barrett completed university at Parsons School of Design in New
York in 2007, she was the Photo Editor of Dive Photo Guide, the definitive source for
underwater photography. She is also the co-founder and Creative Director of Prawno
Apparel, an ocean-minded apparel company that draws designs directly from Lia’s
photographs. She has been published in numerous newspapers and magazines,
including the front page of the New York Times, BBC, CNN, Time, Outside,
Huffington Post, ESPN, Playboy, The Times (UK), Men’s Journal and 60 Minutes.
http://www.liabarrettphotography.com/ - @liabarrettphoto
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Raphaél Chul Soo Bourgeois

oF % 2 (Adoptive parents)

2019-2021, photography, Belgium

My art strives to capture the bittersweet essence of everyday moments shared
with loved ones.

In Korea, | use portraiture to delve into societal norms. My ultimate aspiration
is to understand and celebrate the individuality of each person within the
society.

Raphael Bourgeois, known as Lee Chulsoo, is a Korean adoptee from Belgium who
studied photography at the INRACI school in Brussels in the late 90s. He draws
inspiration from traditional photojournalism in his work.

After a brief period working in an art gallery and doing diverse work including photo-
editing, Bourgeois began traveling between Belgium and Korea, ultimately settling
down in Seoul.
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JooYoung Choi

Caterpillars, Chrysalis, Emerged (Nalcatuns Growth Cycle Series)

2009, Paintings, Acrylic on Canvas, U.S.

A series of paintings featuring creatures called Nalcatuns from "The Cosmic
Womb" a highly structured imaginary world created by the artist. These
paintings explore the process of growth symbolically through the life cycle of

Caterpillars, Chrysalis, Emerged (Nalcatuns Growth Cycle Series)
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http://www.liabarrettphotography.com/
https://chulsoo.tumblr.com/
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a caterpillar. Choi created these pieces while she was in the early years of
getting to know her birth family.

JooYoung Choi (b. 1982/1983, Seoul), immigrated to Concord, New Hampshire in
1983 by way of adoption. While completing her BFA at Massachusetts College of Art
and Design, she returned to South Korea and reunited with her birth family.

Since receiving her MFA from Lesley University in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Choi’s
artwork has been exhibited in such venues as the Crystal Bridges Museum of American
Art, Bentonville, AR; Parrish Art Museum, Water Mill, NY; The Contemporary Arts
Museum Houston, TX; Project Row Houses, Houston, TX; The Wing Luke Museum of
the Asian Pacific American Experience, Seattle, WA; The National Museum of
Mexican Art, Chicago, IL; The Art Museum of South-East Texas, Beaumont, TX;
Lawndale Art Center, Houston, TX, the 2021 Texas Biennial and The Crow Museum
of Asian Art, Dallas, Texas.

Choi has received grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, Artadia, Idea
Fund, Houston Art Alliance, and the Houston Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs. She
has also participated in the Lawndale Artist Residency in Houston, TX, and the
Harvester Artist Residency in Wichita, KS.

Choi’s work has been featured by numerous media groups and publications (PBS
Digital Studios Art Assignment, YTN-Korea, LA Times, New American Paintings,
Arts+Culture Magazine, the Houston Chronicle, Glasstire, Houston’s PaperCity, Nat.
Brut, Texas Monthly and the Huffington Post)

Website: https://www.jooyoungchoi.com/
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Jennifer Kwon Dobbs

A Small Gift

2007, Paper Pavillon, White Pine Press (credit: Thaiphy Phan-Quang), U.S.
Jennifer Kwon Dobbs is the author of Interrogation Room (White Pine Press,

2018); Paper Pavilion (White Pine, 2007), winner of the White Pine Press Poetry
Prize; and the chapbooks Notes from a Missing Person (Essay Press, 2015) and Necro
Citizens (hochroth Verlag, 2019). Interrogation Room received mention in the New
York Times and won the Association of Asian American Studies Award in Creative
Writing: Poetry. Her co-translation of Sami poet Niillas Holmberg’s Juolgevuoddu,
published as Underfoot (White Pine Press, 2022), received the American- Scandinavian
Foundation’s Lief and Inger Sjoberg Prize. Currently, she is senior poetry editor

of AGNI and professor and chair of English at St. Olaf College.
https://www.jkwondobbs.com/
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Florian Bong Kil Grosse

untitled (Game), serie Hanguk

2015, Fine-Art on paper, 50 x 61,2 cm, Germany

Sofa, Wall

Fine-Art on paper,50 x 61,2 cm, Germany

Hanguk is less the documentation of a country and its inhabitants. Rather, for
me the work is a pictorial description of a place that belongs to my own
wholly personal imagination. It is the attempt to bring the images of external
reality into agreement with those of inner reality. Thus, I don’t look at
otherness; I don’t look at that which separates me from the world of my
previous experience. What I found in Korea is much more a sense of the alien
and yet strangely familiar.

Florian Bong Kil Grosse is a photographer who was raised in Germany but has Korean
heritage. His work reflects his interest in urban environments and human behavior,
whether it's a fleeting expression or a gesture. By focusing on these small details in
banal situations and everyday phenomena, he is able to convey a sense of intimacy and
connection between the subjects of his photographs and the viewer.
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https://www.bong-kil.net/

Lee Herrick

How Music Stays in the Body

2018, (The Motherland, Todammedia, Korea, p.40), edited by Laura Wachs.
Published also by The Academy of American Poets, poets.org. Appears in
Scar and Flower, (Word Poetry, 2019), U.S.

Born in Daejeon, Korea and adopted to the United States at ten months, his
poetry appeared in the first anthology of Korean adoptee writing, Seeds from a
Silent Tree in 1997.

Lee Herrick is the California Poet Laureate. He is the author of three books of poems:
Scar and Flower, finalist for the Northern California Book Award; Gardening Secrets
of the Dead; and This Many Miles from Desire. He is co-editor of The World | Leave
You: Asian American Poets on Faith and Spirit. His writing appears widely in literary
magazines, textbooks, and anthologies such as HERE: Poems for the Planet, with an
introduction by the Dalai Lama; Indivisible: Poems of Social Justice, with an
introduction by Common; and Dear America: Letters of Hope, Habitat, Defiance, and
Democracy, among others. He gave a poetry reading at KoRoot in 2008.

Herrick served as Fresno Poet Laureate from 2015-2017. He teaches at Fresno City
College and the MFA program at the University of Nevada, Reno at Lake Tahoe, and
lives in Fresno, California, in the United States.
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Website: https://www.leeherrick.com/

Maité Minh Tam Jeannolin

Family Tree

2023, color print & post-it, South Korea

As the child of a Korean adoptee in France, Maité questions the trans-
generational impacts of international adoption through the lens of
transmission. Materializing the export of children by Korean adoption
agencies to western countries, the map plays with the idea of Korean adoptee
diaspora as extended family or ancestry.

Maité Minh Tam Jeannolin is an artist based in Brussels. After studying at P.A.R.T.S
(Performing Art Research and Training Studio, she has now a practice between dance,
performance, video, photography and curation. She is currently working on a
documentary film about interracial and international adoption from the perspective of
the second generation.

://maitejeannolin.tumblr.com/ - @Maite_maeum
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Jeune fille et le Vent

(The Young Girl and the Wind, Album 3) 1999, Acrylic on paper, 22 x 30 cm,
Belgium

Racines

2023, drawing, China Ink & Watercolor, 30 x 42 cm, France

The Asian universe of this series of erotic-fantasy, is a return to its Korean
origins, and the fantastic one enables him to reinforce the evocative side of its
drawing, in particular for the hero: Wind. Racines (Roots) is visiting the theme
of origins.

Jung (B. 1965) was adopted at 5 y.o. by a Belgian family. Jung published numerous
comic strips with Delcourt. He published Couleur de peau : Miel (2007), Le voyage de
Phoenix (2015), Babybox (2018). With his debut animation Approved for adoption,
screened worldwide, he received numerous awards, and presented at the United
Nations (2014) as part of the theme of tolerance.

In 2023, Delcourt will release the 1st volume of the comic book triptych Our Adoptions
in collaboration with Laétitia Marty, as well as her documentary Everything that
connects us. Jung has lived in France since 2004.
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Maja Lee Langvad

20 questions to myself

Et vidnesbyrd om transnational adoption, 2014 (SHE IS ANGRY — A testimony
of transnational adoption. (Korean -2 ¢f 5} #}>}}=} Nanda publisher,
2022), Denmark

The excerpt is from “Find Holger Dane Appendix” (Gladiator publisher,
2014). In the book there are four questionnaires, one for my biological mother,
one for my biological father, one for the eldest of my biological sisters, and
one for myself. The questionnaires were written after reuniting with my birth
family.

Maja Kee Langvad (b. 1980, Seoul) is a writer and translator who lives in Copenhagen.
She is the author of several books including HUN ER VRED - Et vidnesbyrd om
transnational adoption (SHE 1S ANGRY — A testimony of transnational adoption). The
Korean translation -2 o #}< #}>} =} was published in 2022 by Nanda publisher. In
collaboration with visual artist Jeuno JE Kim and associate professor in Korean studies
Karin Jakobsen she has translated 5 &</ *}47 % (“Autobiography of Death™) by the
South Korean poet Kim Hyesoon into Danish.
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Julayne Lee
I Am From a Revolution

2016, Not my White Savior: A Memoir in Poems, Rare Bird Publishers, U.S.
Not My White Savior is a memoir in poems, exploring what it is to be a
transracial and inter-country adoptee, and what it means to grow up being
constantly told how better your life is because you were rescued from your
country of origin. Following Julayne Lee from Korea to Minnesota and finally
to Los Angeles, Not My White Savior asks what does "better mean? In which
ways was the journey she went on better than what she would have otherwise
experienced?

Julayne Lee is an overseas adopted Korean poet & artivist. Her debut collection of
poems Not My White Savior was on Bitch Media's Bitchreads: 15 Books Feminists
Should Read in March and Entropy's Best of 2018: Best Poetry Books & Poetry
Collections. Not My White Savior has been taught in Freshman Lit, Race & Ethnicity &
other courses. Julayne has read and spoken on adoption in the U.S. & Korea. You can
find her writing in The Washington Post, The Nervous Breakdown & elsewhere
@julayneelle
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Breakdown

kimura byol lemoine

who are you?

2014, video, animation/experimental, 1:40, Canada

60 years of Korean international adoption practice. 100 pictures of orphanized
Korean children from few days to ten years old. All adoptable by Western
White adoptive families. On a sound background of two speeches of Malcom
X, on the sense of belonging and family name, adoptee picture appears.
Among those children, now adults, are they hetero? No, about 10% are not.
But is it really important?

kimura byol lemoine (b.1968, Busan) is an asian (korean-japanese) adopted abroad to
belgium. montreal-based, korean-born french speaker belgian, multimedia artist
(painter, poet, filmmaker) and activist (for adoptees’ rights) is the co-founder of E.K.L,

Qg 220
g2 =277, OfLITOl /1= 40 2= / 2014 / FHL+E
=M ULO| AZEX| 60 Hel MEO| SFLE. O] ZF2 1 M| O|2HFE 10 M7HA|
Of 2 ots=2l ATl 100 22 X st A0[Lt. 0|5 EF& Al el 7180
2ok OfO| SO|CH Hi B 80l& B & A20 F 74 AE0| 22{LtD, A&0}
tZ OlES =7IA ot YYAS2 AMZIO| LIEFHEL OfF =& gelo] s O
Ot0|S2 25 O'JONXt&t? 10% =& Ofd AO0[Ch O A2 & T2t
|72t @ 22201968 H F4t 2d)2 St=1t L2 =2 OOt 2 A A 7[0fof
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— % =
Ec|=0| AFot /e = EjOLt ZE A0 E MOt
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2|—J—F0
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Qosict FfLict 2

; 0, stmole
(1991), E.K.L-Korea, (1994), K.O.A (1996), KameleonZ (1996), Han Diaspora (1997), = N
G.0.4’L (2008), Orientity (2004) and Adoptee Cultural Archives (ACA, 2016). #H7|0| 210X}, CHSOHAM Of=7t0|0 ARl H2| 8= ES7IEAM Pl Chrel
kimura—lemoine wrote 55% Korean (2000), co-edited O.K.A.Y. (2001-2008)and has | F | (1991), EK L-Korea(1994), K.O.A (1996), KameleonZ (1996), Han Diaspora (1997),
exhibited (painting, conceptual installation), published (essay, poems) and screened
(videos) internationally. G.O.A'L (2008), Orientity (2004) and Adoptee Cultural Archives (ACA, 2016) S= 38
Bimurabgl A meroectom HEs7|E ok 7|Ra 2RO <55% $HEel>(2000 H)2 TR, AL HX
imurabyo
y <O.KAY.> (2001-2008)2| HEAIZ UL} EDH 2[3}, A X ol& 2 MAZE
JHE|SEL, o MOjet Al ZHES E7tet HE oD F HES IHEHCE HIsH| =
=g
Eunha Lovell Eunha Lovell 235} 2{'#
For You

2022, silkscreen on Hanji, 47 x 32 cm, South Korea

Your name here

2007, silkscreen on Fabric, 127 x 300 cm, South Korea

"l am once again engrossed in painting on fabric using traditional Korean
techniques while using my own style and visual language. | enjoy
collaborating, and | also enjoy individual work."

Eunha Lovell has a BFA from RISD in Apparel Design and an MFA from
Hongik University for Film & Animation.During graduate school she learned
how to paint on silk using Korean Traditional Techniques, developing her own
style and visual language. She lived in Brooklyn and Philadelphia working in
fashion and textile design. She returned to Korea over ten years ago after

For You, 2022, silkscreen on Hanji, 47 x 32 cm, South Korea

5419/ 0|2 0fZ 2007, silkscreen on Fabric, 127 x 300 cm, South Korea
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meeting birth family. She has spent her time learning Korean, teaching
English, working with single mothers and adoptees. She has also made videos
about Korean adoptees who have returned to Korea.

oM ot=0E HiR= O AlZtE EUD ot=o| D22 S0t
UstH, 2ol A& Fo|ct D= Fot oL 0|HS S25t7| I
2H =7t *5*%% 2t M20| SOfef 41 Rk I+ Rhode Island
CIXtQl 0kl Oz StAb &H9lE, SATOM F3t

School of Design OlA M&
e ME29 38X Crazy Multiply 2|

OiLITL MAL <tRlE RHUCE
2& 07| & ottt

H

O
S
oz

rl

www.eunhalovell.com - instagram @eunha_lovell

MehAhRi

Founding members: Hyeonsook Kim and Kristin Pak ©] 3 <5, group manager
Jenny Na. MehAhRI ("echo") was founded in 2019 by a pair of adopted
Koreans living in Seoul as a space for adopted people to come together to
drum, dance, and be in community. In the four years since its founding,
MehAhRi members have gathered to build community through regular
practices at KoRoot, and have also performed annually at Seoul Pride
festivals, KoRoot’s Seollal and Chuseok parties, marches, and demonstrations.

mHof2|
S=0f / B Fos, MY L, 32|25
oiotzl= 2019 & H%Oﬂ 7ﬁ$5 H9| 1¢RIS0] 20N St ZFE K|
Hi 7| ?lgt SOl & = THHOICE = 4 H2t mjorz| 7
FE|oFo 2o F7 E % &9 %%Xﬂa Chea, seloly =40 4 38
1T

= =
HIZOHY QF Al M= Z2f0|E HAE|Eat o2 AT, AR o S

H

0x

1l
oh 0% ro
e 2= mn o
Mo mu rlo mo

From its inception, MehAhRi was envisioned as a space for adopted Koreans MEA |:|-
to show solidarity with social movements in Korea, and with this vision in a3 - - = -
, , g E mjola|s 3+ QUOISS o8t 7o B A SHRO| AFS| LETHO| AT
mind MehAhRi has emerged as not only a space for adopted Koreans to teach | == =778 Horel = pedss AT 1 et=el el 2&arel At
and practice Korean drumming as an art form, but to lend our voices and Yol HoELe BEE 2440 UL, O 22 H|FD oA thed| §YeIS0| o
bpdilf:s to creatiE%}EO;Iig change. W.e. drum. in solidari;y n/ith adlopted pel(.)plef sSzoz M 32 FME Q7|2 ALst= Z4W OfL|2} AlE| HEE 2oF|7| Q3|
single parents, + communities, migrants, and all people struggling for | L . -
— =S, 4|9 MAS €EZ7| 93t ZtoZ N [MEBCE 2= YYQIS, DS
peace and justice around the world. May our drums be loud, our music joyous, | loF THE 2eF7] flgt SUS2M HEMM f2l= YPUS, HREs,
and our calls for justice clear. LGBTQ S&HE, O|F S, Ol Mol Hatet HolE fdl 2Fst= 2Z& 0|51
ALst7] {8 =& FEBICL f2[e S22 A 227|8, fele 240l 847IE,
023 HolB gt 2|0 230| EHHK|7|E lato)
Instagram @mehabhri

Cathy Min Jung A B &

Les bonnes intentions

2012, Belgium (Good intentions), Lansman Editor, Belgium

Mother always said that you have to cook the meat before giving it to the
dogs, otherwise they get used to the raw flesh, to the taste of blood. Feed a dog
raw meat every day and it will eventually eat a man.

Committed artist. Otherness underlies his work, not as a claim, but as the
foundation of a committed and constantly moving artistic approach. In a poetic

219/ Lansman Z=It /2012 / & 7|0f

"OHS B4 LA IS RSO F7) Fol 22lsiof of. THX| OB 7t mof
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language and through the prism of fiction, she scrutinizes human relations, she
questions the mechanisms of domination and invisiblization and seeks to
nourish a dynamic of deconstruction of these mechanisms.

Cathy Min Jung is an actress, author and director. She founded her company
Billie On Stage in 2102. Since September 2020, she has also been the general
and artistic director of the Théatre le Rideau in Brussels. She was born in
Seoul, grew up in the Walloon countryside, studied in London and Brussels,
the city where she lives.

S Ol27t EfRbE 2 =22 M7t otLfet 1o 9 g X[£H oz Y2 ™2
ez M WAl B 82 AES STYANELL A AlF Aofjet HH0|2t:s Z2[ES
Sl ezt HAE Bortl, M H7tA=e] AU SO 2|22 H|7|otH, of2igt
HAHLESS ohMsts 430 &2 F7| ?let GES 2otk

FHAl B &2 BiRO[Xt 27h Z=0ICE O& 2012 HO| ARl 7= MZAAF <22 2
2HO|X|>E HERCE 2020 H 9 8 0|2 O ER[E A= 2= S & o
H=22 MASHD RAtt d= MS0A Efo{xtn #7|of melel & § X oA
dyen, HEL AX 27t #30 A= EREZM SFACL

Instagram @cmjk2000

Leah °¢# Nichols

Adoption time

2021, Digital 2D animation, 1:00 Loop

ADOPTION TIME is a trailer for an imagined cartoon series that chronicles
the history of the adoption industry out of Korea. The colors, music, and
settings unfold a dark 70+ year history with extreme accuracy to the point of
absurdity.

glor LT L|EA
M /18 /2021 )/ 3t=

<YL A|7E>2 BHmo YUY LAY HALE CILH7|M o2 T8l Btat Al2|=9| Erf it
of Mztup Sof MY 2 25t

SiALE BA weolCt

giot ¥T LELE MEAAIE ZHXZ ESote CHREEHZ

Leah %% Nichols is a documentary filmmaker and 2D animator based in San =T = =

Francisco. She work§ to expand qugl§ of kinship, incregse access to collective OfL| M O] M Z7}0|C} A= AL 7ME2HAH R ES SHas D Z=0o| FALY| LS H2MHS
histories, and champion the compatibility of trauma and joy. o calo b 0| OFB| TL A © O Al .

Website: http://mrawmraw.squarespace.com/ - @mrawmraw =0|H EctR0Oiet 7|&e| L& 7Isd 2 ZASHY| sl & otk

Mirae kh RHEE (°] 2] 2} /4= £ 2) o|0f2H/ZE= Rk

Untitled (Jirisan)

2005, Graphite on paper, South Korea

Untitled (Jirisan) is a fanciful rendering of the topography of Jiri Mountain,
drawing on the artist’s hiking experience during her first return to South Korea
in 1997.

Mirae kh RHEE (°] @] 8} /4= k%K) is a social practice artist living and working in
Berlin, Germany for over a decade. She returned for the first time to South Korea in
1997 and later on a Fulbright research scholarship in 2000. She fails spectacularly at
many things expected of her as a Korean, including learning the language fluently,
showing filial obedience as a daughter and daughter-in-law, and has a frustratingly lack
of Nunchi (37 *] ). She is, however, very good at playing the card game, Hwatu.

S (K24, FOI0| S /2005 / B2
<2H>(HH: X12l4he X2|42 BAH o= 12l KEEolCt o< E7t7t 1997 Hoj
S22 XS YEHS 1o K|t 310|Y FEHE Higo= B Ho|t,

_l

O O AN = o
Oj2} kH 2@ 0|5 ol0jef)&= 10 d o|4 =L HEZI0| HFsH =& 52 A
23 o=710|Ck 1= 1997 Hol| & sh=0| S0tgt:, 2000 Holl= EE2I0|E A
Zetgg BHop ChA| sh=0f RpACH D= '$h=xQlo2 M AHA0] 7|oigHE B2 HE0
MR, DIAS0[2 st=0lE RESHA ste A2 ZEd KASENM st=Al9|
=32 B0l A, FHEAEARZ =A'E #FX| R A SO|CL AL d& 3t=9|
otE Aol 0§ S=tCt.

http://www katehersrhee.com
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Lisa Wool-Rim Sjoblom

Babies for sale

2023, print on paper, 84 x 59,5 cm, New-Zealand

Palimpsests, print on paper, 30x 42 cm, New-Zealand

print on paper, 30 x 42 cm, New-Zealand

Sjoblom’s work focuses on transnational and transracial adoption issues from
a postcolonial, feminist, antiracist and intersectional perspective, and very
often, there's no separation between her art and activism. She uses comics to
bring attention to the adoption industry and its commodification of children, to
challenge public opinions and broaden the view on adoption. Her work also
deals with racism and the representation of East Asians living in the West.
These newborn babies are in the care of an adoption agency and will soon
leave Korea. Will they one day return and ask questions about where they
come from? Will they search for their families? Will they, like so many of us,
grieve what they’ve lost?

Lisa Wool-Rim Sjoblom is a Korean adoptee who was adopted to Sweden at age two.
She's working as a comic book artist, illustrator and adoptee rights activist, and has
published two graphic novels about adoption; Palimpsest (2016), is autobiographical
and tells the story of the search for her Korean family and The Excavated Earth (2022),
is a documentary that follows Chilean adoptees who were stolen from their families
and sold for adoption to Sweden.

She's currently working on her third graphic novel, Invisible Lives, which will take a
deeper look at mental health and adoptees. She's part of the Swedish Korean Adoptees
Network, who's representing the 21 adoption cases submitted to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. Lisa lives in Aotearoa New Zealand, with her partner, two
children and a cat, but they're planning to move to Korea.
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https://woolrim.wordpress.com/

Jisun Sjogren

My two dads

1996, Oil on Canvas, 46 x 36 cm, England

I am continuing another strand of work from where | left off, developing and
refining my own art language, which is freer and more expressive, on the
subject of adoption and the effects of it in my life.

Jisun Sjogren X[ A9 T3l
= OfH{Z], 3%}, 46 x 36 cm / 1996 / S=
"Lh= L7t L2 2ol 2HFOA LIEHO| O & OIS /WUt a RO MM & OHE FRO

— O
S ASStn Atk OA2 Yozt FHek Yol L &0 DfE Seof thsh o
AREL BEHOIC Lo XY AEFY2 [t 29 F= ¢ 7[dES FAOI=E
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My style of communication is often immediate using whatever cheap and
ready materials | happen to have lying around at home. The message is more
important than quality of execution.

Jisun Sjogren graduated in 1993 from art college in England and has had a patchy A A2 1993 HO| F=0|M OsstlE Z¢ot 0| CiYot Zg AUt
career in art and has a daughter Phoebe, who is my life. In my mid-twenties, with the - L = = als
: ; » W o CIHeS, J2|3 19| QlMo|af B 4 9le & mH|E YAQC O} =Hio| QI X7 '0|3
help of '‘Mihee Lemoine' she traced my family of origin and after Covid 19 was over 2 | eldolet & = fs F OHS FAC 200 S| YL ™ ol
she got back in touch with my paternal biological family in Korea. It is an ongoing ERQMo Egoz MUIES XY AZMLD, D=L AEfZL BH = 0|3 22212
trajectory where | am hoping to learn more Korean etc. = o x| =
Sjégren ?,etrained asa nu?segin 2018 and now currently works in a hospital, in the ot 0 A= 22| Td7=at H=to] FUALH 9| 7kER7[= o] Y S0IH, A=
surgical department. She sold some pencil pictures in a museum in London and hopes | $t=0i| CHslf O YOF77|E S| AUSHC}
Lopggrtt:,?#tei;s;L%gﬂfihn;r?qrsee;\%iges and participate in exhibitions whenever AQT3S 2018 HO| ZISAF MRS HT X2 WM ZHSAIR Ysic =
HEO fX|ohot EhE20 HEZ 08 A5 H HE o, ¥e2%: o= Nes
ASZSHEM XS =Zoret gYelsES e 7|27t == HAR0 FASH7|E
s|aict
Instagram: @scrubbartist
Tanja Wol Sgrensen & Hee Ja Kim Kramhgft EfLE 2 222 3|X} Z AWS=E
Letters to Mothers = Loz
2023, HD video, 4:39, Denmark OHE A == BA, HD HIEl2 /4 & 39 2 / 2023 / HIOF3
This short video Letters to Mothers is staging an encounter between two EHEHZ oL SOA EU= EX>= DEE 20| 42 UAs F o= gl tdS
Korean adoptees in a desolate nowhere-land. A place that is beyond nations J2|3 QICH OS0| AT Q= e Moz SMQ 2 Mo F e 2, &
and the feeling of home, a place to feel both togetherness and alienating
) ! ) X . Oloo| ZIML Ly NEZIS wHidW A ol o|Ct = A olokole o|Oo LH
solitude, surrounded by whiteness. The two women are addressing their first ugel d8s =N a5gE GNE 7 U= XOIH. £ od ygels ojn 24,
mothers through sent/unsent letters. 2| BXX| @2 HAE5S S 252 To{T{L[of Ciet O|of7|E EBf Lt
Aol The ety o inhatrnd s Mot doe  Avivoplogy | 51 & “ATE0982 1 28 e el clsopy A2 RS 4n sl
from Copenhagen University. Tanja has directed the award-winning feature-length DHSHU SO 1 Jer AL SHQIE Zh2E EQICt EfLp= CHFHIE 2| A4S =40 Hf
documentary, A Colombian Family (’80), which premiered in 2020, and continues to ol AW ZEH|O} JE-S ZHES T 0| RES o0p0 WOl AlYEIC 15 =
work with themes surrounding family, separation and issues of race and gender inher | **= <= ~=F IoF 7t5>3 g=3a, o A2 20| SERG 12 A=
film projects. 7E4L 2HEet FHE, 7HE 2 22| 21F Olfy, MM 0|+ & Atle| AF 0 HOt=
Website: http://www.tambofilm.dk xHolS A2stn 9ot
Hee Ja Kim Kramhgft (She/Her, born in Seoul, 1983) graduated from Copenhagen __'_ == ~
University in 2019 with a MA in Modern Culture and a BA in Modern Literature. Z4|0|X|: http://www.tambofilm.dk
Works with the effects of colonialism in art and culture, whiteness in Western cultural s s o Z=Af L s > & =
VVOIKS | a ’ - S|AF ZI el T E [ERPN A= H FHSHA CHSHo A S0 MA
institutions, art by and for BIPOCS, transnational adoption. Teacher, translator, writer, Iz 38 (1983 18 9= 2019 + et ol HolE SAb
editor, member of the decolonial feminist collective Marronage. I ALY 23t StAb a9 E SQUCH O= ol 23 SHoA el AMRIFol -k, M+
fl=of H ol Fo|, MBSl o=t FMRSE flet o, Ol =7t ¢t

Q2 10 HOo %8
09 ot
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Kim Sperling 2 Ama
uri nara (Johnathan Rodriguez & Felix Kong) o =
1 2lLial 20 2l A i i
2006-2008, photography (part of 27 portraits), 74 x 90 cm, South Korea F2|Ltef: 2Otk =2 (Jonathan Rodriguez & Felix Kong)>
Uri nara is a series of portraits of adoptees living in Korea. The pictures show | AFZI(27 7 Z=HAE & 25F) / 74 x 90 = / 2006~2008 / o=
them in their environment, in their home or close by. Every portrait is <Qa|L}Et> BFR0| AT Qe QUOFOIES [} AFRIEF A|2|= 27 7H & 3 RHZ0|C}.
combined with an interview in which each adoptee tells us their story of wh . = . =
they are living in Korea and what it is like for them. Yol ammel Amse dwesol My sy 8, dela aSe] FHON =
In 2006 I realized that whenever Koreans talk about Korea, they would not say | 22152 252 B UCH Z4Z9| A2 ATl & FoIZ0l AHeE9| AHRE
hanguk (Korga), put uri nara (literally o.ur.country) or uri nara saram (for CtD 9ol OlEEL 50| 20| Al= 0|99 ASO|A &=0| ACH= Z{0]
Koreans). This kind of struck me, as this is such a strong expression of the o ofo| x| 2 ~r
speakers close relationship to their motherland. I don’t know if many adoptees | T * RS 2OE0
use this phrase, as well, because most of them do not speak fluent Korean. "2006 A, Lt= ot= Q50| ot=0f CHsl e WjOtCt 'oh='0| 2k CHo{ Ot 'R 2Ltk Et=
Anyway, | felt that this eXprESSion somehow Sum_marizes many questior_18 CHOJ2 2ACH=s 42 UQMCH OHES WA Y=o £240|Q=H 20| CHSH LALE
formed in my work. Do the adoptees feel that their motherland, Korea, is N N .
“their country”? ddE 4o E2{Uli= HHO|U7| IZO|Ch L= YLQIS £ I8 HA S X=X
Kim Sperling (b. as Z&E 71, in 1975, Seoul) lives and works as a freelance D20 I8 =08 J8A YO FARSHA] R5H7| IZ0[CE oM E L=
photographer since 2007. From 2006 to 2008, he worked on a series of 27 portraits of 'QE|LIEtEls HEHO| Lo RS SHAMSE Ore MO =S Z=oksth QICITD MZEHCH
Korean adoptees (along with a book including 23 interviews) in Korea. Sperling = = N e . .
graduated in PhotoDesign and in 2010, his work on Dokdo was supported by BEASE A5 A= =0 e 'AS9f Liakee|ttehyetil =27t
Wiistenrot scholarship. In 2012, he produced work on Korean miners and nurses that A A™alEY: 245711975 9 M2 SM)2 2007 HEE Z2|AM ARIEZE2 UsHH
had been working in Germany since the 1960s. 2013 marked the 50th anniversary of an | | 2 oir L L - Ho| ol = of 3HH B3 Oloko| oo
agreement between the two countries about sending Korean workers to Germany. My &1 2UCH 2006 H~2008 E, 1= e=0M 23 | QIE Rt 2 Sh= 2l 27 32
resulting work Kyopo/Gastarbeiter. In 2022, he decided to leave Germany and move to | AFRI-S SH2 AFRIZIS FZISHCE AEHEI2 5010 HO| ARl CIAFQI 2EE OFF D, =20
Korea. Currently, Sperling lives in the greater Seoul area. N - o N
hitpe/fwww kimsoerling.com £ CHSH 1o XS Wastenrot 82 #Op ZIBSCE 2012 HO| & 1960 HACHO|
SUOM EEQt ZHDALZ URWE =010 CHE 2 Y-S ZIYUCE 2013 HE ot=¢l
LaXEE =98 BElle &= 7F A20| 50 FH0| E|H s RICE 1 ZakE0] AR
<1l X >(Gastarbeiter) RACt 2022 H, &= =2 ML} =22 O|Fst7|2 AFULCE
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KimSu Theiler Z 4 HYy
The Place-names: SEOUL - o
Place-Names was created as a video haiku. The Place-names: SEOUL is the <Al O|FE>2 B4 SIO|F (Y2l Al FA]) A= HZACH <FA0l O|F&:
first of this series and created the format for the entire project. In SEOUL, the | y2.mo & Alz|=o| & HAj At Z o2 ZTEME MA 0| U SHAlOZ F|AHEHC
sound of the TV announcer (I don’t know what she is saying, my Korean is -
. . . . ’ 2 L yyALo L} Mo 2AM0o| & QL= 2ol ote
that non-existent) is only important as the time to eat the noodle and as a <ME>0l= BBSC2 TV OlLF2M2 90| Saitten A (e Okl 22
signifier of the end of the days program when the singing chimes happens at LOIES &= QICE W 2t=0{= AHE o "EXSHA| @b AO|C}), D HiE S22 EHX| 35

the end of the program. Up until then, | am eating a cup of instant ramen
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noodles that never seems to stop. The message that Seoul tap water is safe to
drink, the descending lifeline reflects the Seoul of the 21st century: high rise
living, established infrastructure i.e. clean water from the tap (no more barley
tea?!?). The announcer’s timeline is the background and dull focus for the
blank stare of consuming the instant ramen, but the slurping connects all the
cups of instant ramen. We are in a moment of time that is connected to the
past and foreseeable future. Also, the continuous slurping is as though that
ramen noodle will never end, a ladder into space and time. If we could hope
the rain drops all the way into the sky? Latent images of Korean folktale of
Sun and Moon with the tiger below telling them to cast down a ladder for him
to climb up, so he can eat them. If one were to climb an infinite ramen noodle
would our ravenous desire weigh too much for the noodle and break, crashing
us down to earth?

KimSu Theiler is a visual artist based in New York City. She has exhibited film, video
and media installation work internationally including the Rotterdam Film Festival
(Netherlands), Gwangju Biennial (Korea), Museum of Modern Art (United States), and
the Toronto Film Festival (Canada). She has received grants from New York
Foundation for the Arts, Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, New York State Council
on the Arts Electronic Media and Film Presentation Funds, the John Cage Foundation
for Contemporary Performance Art, the Jack Smith Artist Award and the F/VA Artist
Mentor Project Grant. Her artist residencies include the National Museum of
Contemporary Art (Korea) and The Art Studios at Radhuset-Oslo (Norway).
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